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NEIL SCAIFE JOINS THE FINANCIAL SERVICES FORUM AS MANAGING DIRECTOR

Leading financial services marketing organisation announces new role as it restructures ahead of extending membership criteria in 2007
DRAFT 01 Mar 2006: Ahead of its most ambitious year to date, The Financial Services Forum (The FS Forum) announces a new management structure and new appointment.   Joining the FS Forum from 1st March 2007 will be Neil Scaife in the newly created role of Managing Director.

Neil joins the FS Forum from Post Office Financial Services, where he was Head of Marketing.   He has over 20 years experience of the financial services industry as client, consultant and from the agency side.  Prior to joining Post Office Financial Services, he was Head of Marketing at MORE TH>N, and Director of Strategic Planning at Publicis.   Neil has been actively involved as a member of the FS Forum for a number of years, running its Special Interest Group on General Insurance, chairing the FS Forum Awards for Marketing Effectiveness judging panel and speaking at a number of events and conferences.

Neil will be responsible for all day-to-day operations of The FS Forum and for growing the membership through such initiatives as the new Associate Membership forum, launched in November 2006.   

Anthony Thomson, Chief Executive of The Financial Services Forum, comments:

‘’I am delighted to welcome Neil into this newly created role. I have worked with him on several occasions over the past 20 years and I know his energy, expertise and understanding of the category – from both the client and agency perspective – will help us to fulfil our mission of helping our members improve their marketing effectiveness.

“With Neil taking over day-to-day responsibility for running the business, I will be able to concentrate on some of the exciting development opportunities we see facing us.’’

Neil Scaife, Managing Director of The Financial Services Forum, comments:

“As a member of the FS Forum for a number of years – I have grown to find the combination of discussion and insight invaluable in my career.   I look forward to ensuring the FS Forum continues to deliver to its existing members whilst looking at ways to extend the scope and remit of its activities’’.

The Financial Services Forum applies rigorous membership criteria to ensure that all members are responsible for, or contribute to, their companies’ marketing strategy.   Membership is by invitation only and excludes agencies, consultants and other vendors.
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For editorial enquiries, please contact:

Anthony Thomson, Chief Executive, FS Forum:
020 7449 9000

Andrew Smith, Lansons Communications:

020 7294 3675/07764 604436

NOTES TO EDITORS

The Financial Services Forum

The Financial Services Forum is an independent organization that helps its members improve their marketing effectiveness by sharing information, experience and expertise.  The purpose of the Forum is to improve marketing in financial services, because good marketing is good for both the industry and the consumer.

The Financial Services Forum was founded in July 2000 to bring together senior people from all parts of the retail financial services sector.   The Financial Services Forum:

· provides insight into the future of financial services marketing, through events and research;

· creates a space for members to discuss and debate with other members; and,

· helps raise marketing and business standards in financial services.

The Financial Services Forum has over  300 individual members, representing the major retail banks, building societies, life and pensions companies, asset managers, stockbrokers and corporate and investment banks.   Between them they control marketing budgets of over £2 billion.

Within the membership:

· 44% are marketing director or head of marketing;

· 22% are chief executive or managing director;

· 8% are director or head of product;

· 7% are director or head of distribution;

· 7% are director or head of strategy;

· 6% are director or head of e-commerce; and,

· 5% are head of brand.

Membership is restricted to financial marketing practitioners.   For further information on The Financial Services Forum and its events, please contact Rachael Evans on 020 7449 9000 or email re@thefsforum.co.uk.   For further information on Argent, the journal of The Financial Services Forum, please contact Richard Nolan on 020 7449 9010 or email rn@thefsforum.co.uk. 
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